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"  THOUSAITD-^LEGC-SHS  " 


Sonetines  they're  called  " thousand- leggcrs  , "  tho-a^'h  " cent iijcdcs  , " 
meaning  "a  hundred  legs"     is  the  correct  name,  and  a^ctually  they  have  from 

15  to  21  pairs  of  legs.  There  arc  two  common  species  of  centipedes  that 
get  int 0  hous c s ,  s ay s 


(ilame)  Critic )  (Institution) 

The  larger  species  are  from  4  to  6  inches  long  and  live  normally  out  of  doors, 

Thc3/'  food  on  insects  and  other  small  animals  and  do  not  injure  plants  or 

hous  efurnishings , 

But  they  do  get  into  houses,  and  may  oc  fo-jnd  hiding  in  dark  places. 
Ordinarily  a  centipede  v;ill  r-on  av/ay  cmichly  and  v/ill  not  hite  h-nman  ooings. 
But  if  it  were  pinched  when  a  person  touched  or  put  on  the  clothing  v/herc  it 
v/as  hiding,  it  might  "bite  quite  painfully.    The  hite  v/ould  not  "Do  dr.ngerous 
unless  a  secondary  infection  followed. 

The  house  centipede  is  a  smaller  species  that  thrives  in  damp  "base- 
ments.   It  often  finds  its  way  to  the  upper  floors,  particularly  to  "bath- 
rooms where  the  moisture  attracts  it.    This  centipede  has  a  wormlil^e  soft 
"body  a'bout  an  inch  or  more  in  length  v/ith  a  pa^ir  of  very  long  antennae  and 
15    pairs  of  long  legs.     It  can  run  very  fast.    Entomologists  sa3'-  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  ever  deli'berately  "bites  man  because  its  jaws  are  rather  v/oak. 
The  house  centipede  feeds  on  cockroaches,  flies,  moths,  spiders,  and  sm.all 
creatures . 

There  is  no  satisfactory  control  for  centipedes.  If  troubled  "by  the 
outside  varieties,  tightening  the  house  fOLmdations  as  much  as  possible  may 
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keep  tiicn  out  of  cracks  in  the  v;alls.    Hcnovc  ruDlDish  and  clobris  fron  alDout 
the  hoiiSG.     Onco  centipedes  got  in  the  house,  the  onl^  rcnodj^  scons  to  kill 
then  whore  they  arc  found.    Annonia  or  "baking  sodca  v-jill  holp  to  toj'o  the 
sting  out  of  a  centipede  "bite.    Follov;  this  axjplication  v/ith  a  nild  gerni- 
cide  to  prevent  secondary  infection. 

The  real  " thousand-leggers"  are  the  "millipedes,"  which  are  sone- 
tines  seen  out-of-doors  feeding  on  decaying  vegctahle  natter  in  da:ip  soil 
and  on  decaying  v/ood.    They  are  Drovimish  or  dark  iiahogany  in  color. 

At  certain  seasons,  particularly  in  the  fall,  nillipedcs  leave  the 
soil  and  crav/1  into  houses.     They  prefer  daripness  and  go  for  the  bascnont. 
Millipedes  do  not  "bite  persons,  ham  housef'ornishings ,  or  oat  sound  v/ood. 
They  cs.n  "be  controlled  by  using  poison  baits  and  spraying  outside  the 
foundation  walls  with  cresotc  oil,  or  by  scattering  naphthalene  flaj^es  or 
paradichlorobenzcno  crystals  along  the  walls,    Bir  putting  out  Inj.ips  of 
dough  sv/eetcned  by  nolassos  many  nillipedcs  can  be  attracted  and  later 
destroyed, 

^>fncn  nillipedcs  are  present  in  large  nunbcrs ,  it  nay  bo  necessary/  to 
use  a  kcroscno-pyrethrur.  .st^vd'/  several  tines  on  then. 

A  ncv;  leaflet,  ITo.  192,  entitled  Contixoodcs  and  Millipedes  in  the 
House,  v/as  recentl:/  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Dopartncnt  of  Agriculture. 
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